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THE LOVE OF GOD TO A LOST WORLD, DEMONSTRATED BY 
THE INCARNATION AND DEATH OF CHRIST. 


Extract from Dr. A. Clarke’s Sermon on John iii. 16. 


{(Continued from page 131.) 


IV. From all this we may be clearly convinced that sin must 
be an inconceivable evil, and possess an indescribable malig- 
nity, when it required no less a sacrifice to make atonement for 
it than that offered by God, manifested in the flesh. 

It is said in the text that God gave this glorious Personage, 
through His love to the world. Now, it is most evident from 
the Scriptures, that this giving implies the intention of God, that 
He should be considered as a sacryficial offering, and die for 
the sins of mankind. This our Lord Himself clearly expresses : 
The son of man came—to GIVE HIS LIFE @ ransom for many, 
Matt. xx. 28. J Lay pown my LiFe for the sheep, John x. 15. 
And that this was a sacrificial and atoning death, we find, because 
without it neither repentance nor remission of sins could be ef- 
fectually preached in the world. Thus it behoved Christ to 
SUFFER and io rise from the pEap—that repentance and remis- 


sion of sins should be preached in his name among all nations. 


And in His institution of the Eucharist, He says, that the cup 
represents the BLoop of the new covenant, which was sHED for 
the remission of sins, Matt. xxvi. 27, 28. Luke xxiv. 46, 4”. 
And, because God gave Him for this very purpose, therefore 

He called the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the woz, 
John i. 29. And, on this account, it is said that, we were not 
redeemed with corruptible things—but with the PRECIOUS BLOOD, 
Timi dart, the VALUABLE BLOOD Of Christ, as a lamb without 
aes and without spot; who verily was foreordained before 
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the foundation of the world, 1 Pet. i. 18—20. And, he Gave 
HIMSELF A RANSOM fer all, 1 Tim. ii. 6. And St. Paul express- 
ly says, that the great God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ, GAVE 
HIMSELF FoR ws, that he might redeem us from all wuquity, Tit. 
1. 13, 14. So that this civinc evidently means a sacrificial of- 
fering 3 @ giving up life unto death; and this was the very de- 
sign of God in sending His Son into the world. 

And from what is said of this in the Scriptures we learn, that 
such an offering and sacrifice was indispensably necessary ; for 
had it not been so, God would not have required it; and that 
He did require it, is most clearly and explicitly revealed. The 
Mosaic institutions derived their authority and origin from God. 
In them He required that the dives of certain animals should be 
offered at his altar, as a redemption price for the lives of trans- 
gressors: and yet in these sacrifices, offerings, burnt offerings, 
and sacrifices for sin, which were offered according to this very 
Law, He took no pleasure, because it was not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sin.—See Psa. xl. 
6—8. collated with Heb. x. 4—-7. Nor had these any signifi- 
cancy, nor could have any efiect, but as they referred to the 
sacrificial offering of the life of our blessed Lord, who was that 
Lamb of God, (that One which God alone could provide,) that 
could take away the sin of the world; and which was, in the pur- 
pose of God, stain from the foundation of the world, Rev. xiil. 
8. And, therefore, the Apostie justly argues, that the daw, in 
these sacrificial rites, was only the shadow of the good to come, 
and not the very image or substance of the things; and, con- 
sequently, could not make the comers thereunto perfect, could 
neither pardon nor purify them. Heb. x. 1. The whole sac- 
rificial system being little more than a continual remembrance of 
the demerit and destructive nature of sin; and of the utter im- 
possibility that any human means could be effectual to remove 
its guilt, and deserved punishment; and, therefore, the incarna- 
tion, passion, and death, of the Lord Jesus, were intended in 
God’s infinite counsel, and provided by His indescribable love, 
to do what the law could not perform ;—God so loved the world. 

From this view of the subject I am led to contend :— 

1. That this sacrifice was indispensably necessary, else God 
had not required it. 

2. That nothing /ess or of inferior worth, could have answered 
the end, else God would have required and provided that: for 
it would be deroyatory to his wisdom to require or provide less 
than was necessary fully to accomplish his design; for thus 
the effect could either not be produced; or, if produced, be 
brought about with such a penury of means, as would little com- 
port with the dignity and sufficiency of the divine plenitude ; 
and would leave endless place for doubt in the human breast, 
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whether such scanty means could be considered sufficient to 
accomplish so great ‘an end. 

1. It would be equally inconsistent with God’s wisdom, as 
well as with His justice, to require more than what was abso- 
lutely necessary ; as this would imply, 1. A needless display ot 
means to accomplish an end, which, when produced, could 
not justify the means employed. 2. It would imply an unjust 
exaciion of more payment than the sum of the debt, and thus be 
an impeachment of the Divine equity. 

2. It appears from the nature of this sacrifice, that could it be 
conceived possible that a greater sacrifice had been necessary, 
yet it must appear impossible that such an one could have been 
provided; fora greater than God manifested in the flesh, could 
not have been produced ; for God himself could furnish nothin 
greater than the Almighty’s Fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. Awake, 6 
sword against my shepherd, and smite the man that is mY FELLOW, 
saith the Lord of Hosts. Smite the Shepherd and the sheep shall 
be scattered. See Matt. xxvi. 31. where these words are quo- 
ted by our Lord, as referring to his sacrificial death ; and see 
John x. 30. where the same sentiment is delivered in the words, 
I and the Father are ONg, ey» xas i Tlarnp & cope. Thus God 
gave the greatest gift his eternal plenitude could provide; and 
beyond which heaven itself had nothing more valuable or glo- 
rious to impart. 

3. As every thing that God does is of infinite worth and 
value, and must be suflicient to accomplish the end for which it 
was designed; we may, therefore, safely conclude, that “ the 
death of Jesus Christ upon the cross for vur redemption, was a 
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world; for such a sacrifice God did 
require, as we have already seen; and it was for this very pur- 
pose that he did require it, viz. that they who believe in Him 
might not perish, but nave everlasting life. And as there is in 
it such a fulness of merit, it must excite the strongest confi- 
dence in them who flee to lay hold on the hope set before 
them in the gospel. 

4. As nothing less than this infinitely meritorious sacrifice 
could have been sufficient for the redemption of the world, we see 
in it the destructive nature of sin, and its (any thing but) infinite 
demerit. If we look on sin in itself, our minds get soon bounded in 
their views, by particular acts of transgression, of which we can 
scarcely perceive the turpitude and demerit ; as we neither con- 
sider the principle whence they have proceeded, the carnal mind 
which is enmity against God ; nor the nature and dignity of that 
God against whom they are committed. But when we consider 
the infinite dignity of Jesus, whose passion and death were re- 
quired to make atonement for sin, then we shall see it as exceed- 
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ing sinful, xar vmepSorw, that its vitiosity and turpitude are be- 
yond all comparison and description. Rom. vii. 13. 

5. We not only see the exceeding sinfulness of sin in the 
grandeur of the sacrifice required for its expiation ; but we see 
also, in the dignity of the redeeming nature, the dignity of the 
nature to be redeemed. Had the buman nature been inferior to 
the angelic nature, the sacrifice of an angel or archangel might 
have been deemed sufficient to make an atonement for the sin 
of man: though even this could not have possessed infinite 
merit ; and, therefore, even allowing the inferiority of the na- 
ture of man, must have been in many important respects ineffi- 
cient. But so radically great and excellent was the human 
nature, that nothing less than the incarnation of God could be 
sufficient; and by this means this being who was made in the 
Divine image, and in the most intimate union with God, was 
restored to this image; and consequently to the same union. 
But as I have spoken particularly on this subject already, [ 
need not extend the argument any further here. 

V. But we must not suppose that because such an infinitely 
meritcrious sacrifice has been offered for the salvation of the 
human race, that therefore they must necessarily be saved, 
merely because the offering has been made. Our Lord guards 
us against this error by shewing us in the text that the gift of 
God’s love becomes effectual to the salvation of them only who 
believe : that whosoever BELIEVETH in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 

Now, as what the /aw speaks, it speaks to them who are under 
the law; so, what the gospel speaks, it speaks to them who are un- 
der the gospel: i. e. who live in a Christian country, and have the 
opportunity of reading and hearing the word of life. As those 
who sin under the law, shall be judged by the law; so those 
who sin under the gospel, shall be judged by the gospel. ‘The 
text, therefore, does not relate to those heathen countries to 
which the word of this salvation has not yet been sent. 

But what is that believing to which this salvation is annexed ? 
IT need not discuss this subject here at large, having already 
treated it in the most circumstantial manner in a discourse on 
Acts xvi. 30. intitled Salvation by Faith. It is enough to state, 
in general terms, that believing here implies giving credit to what 
God has spoken concerning Christ, His sacrifice, the end for 
which it was offered, and the way in which it is to be applied 
in order to its becoming effectual. 

1. It does appear to me that it is absolutely necessary to be- 
lieve the proper and essential Godhead of Christ, in order to be 
convinced that the sacrifice which has been offered is a sufficient 
sacrifice. Nothing less than a sacrifice of infinite merit, can atone 
for the offences of the whole world; and purchase for mankind an 
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ETERNAL GLory: and if Jesus be not properly, essentially, and 
eternally God, He has not offered, He could not offer, such a sac- 
rifice. The sacred writers are nervous and pointed on this sub- 
ject, as we have already seen: nor can | see that any sinner, 
deeply convinced of his fallen guilty state, can rely on the merit 
of His sacrifice for salvation, unless he have a plenary conviction 
of this most glorious and momentous truth. As eternal glory 
must be of infinite value; if it be purchased by Christ, or be 

iven as the consequence of His meritorious death, then that 
death must be of infinite merit; or else it could not procure 
what is of infinite value. So that, could we even suppose the 
possibility of the pardon of sin without such a merit, we could 
not possibly believe that eternal glory could be procured with- 
out it. It must be granted, if Christ be but a mere man, as 
some think; or the highest and first of all the creatures of God, 
as others suppose; let his actions and suffering be whatever 
they may, they are only the obedience and sufferings of an 
originated and limited being; and cannot possess infiuite and 
eternal merit: but the contrary has, I hope, been satisfactorily 
proved. 

2. It is necessary to believe that His sufferings were not ac- 
cidental, or the mere consequence of Jewish malice, and His own 
inflexible integrity. Jesus was not a martyr, but a sacrifice. 
Before Jews or their malice existed, His sacrificial death was 
designed, because it was absolutely necessary; therefore is 
He called the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Here 
is no martyrdom, no fortuitous suffering ; here is nothing less 
than a sacrificial offering. 

3. It is necessary to believe, to be fully persuaded, that He 
died for our offences, and rose again for our justification ; that 
this was the very end or object of His incarnation, passion, and 
death. That He died for every human soul, for all who are 
partakers of the same nature which He has assumed; that the 
merit and benefits of His death must necessarily extend to all 
mankind, because He has assumed that nature which is common 
to all :—nor could the merit of His death be /imited to any par- 
ticular part, nation, tribe or individuals, of the vast human fam- 
ily. It is not the nature of a particular nation, tribe, family, or 
individual, which He has assumed, but the nature of the whole 
human race: and ‘God has made of one Bxoop all the nations 
of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth,” that all these 
might be -redeemed with one blood ; for He is the Kinsman of 
the whole. The merit of His death must, therefore, extend to 
every man, unless we can find individuals or families that have 
not sprung from that stock of which he became incarnated. 
His death must be infinitely meritorious, and extend in its ben- 
efits to all who are partakers of the same nature, because He 
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was Gop manifested in the FLESH: and to contract or limit that 
meri, that 11 should apply only to a few, or even to any multi- 
tudes short of the whole human race, is one of those things which 
is inpossible to God Himself, because it involves a moral contra- 
diction. He could no more limit the merit of that death, than 
He could limit His own eternity, or contract that love which 
induced Him to undertake the redemption of a lost world. 

4. We musi believe that the way in which God saves man by 
Christ, is the way of faith. No human works can here avail 3 
for were they ever so pure and perfect, they could not possess 
infinite merit, because their subject is a imited creature. Nor 
can any kind of sufferings be more available. 1 have proved 
elsewhere, that as sufferings are the effects, either near or remote, 
of sin; consequently, they cannot destroy their cause. They 
can be no other in all points of view than the miseries of a limited 
and imperfect creature ; and, consequently, cannot have that 
merit requisite to atone for offences against the Majesty of heav- 
en; or procure for their patient, much less for the whole world, 
an infinite and eternal weight of glory. 

Faith alone, therefore, is left, as the means by which the pur- 
chased blessings are applied. Although Gud is just, yet he can 
be the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus ; of him that be- 
lieves on and trusts to the infinitely meritorious death of the Son 
of His love. For God never can act without a reason, and such 
a reason as canamply justify His acting. ‘The death of Christ 
for man is a sufficient reason why God should forgive the man 
who reposes all his trust and confidence in him. Aud this very 
thing is a sufficient reason for God’s act, and for man’s faith. 

I dwell the more particularly on the necessity of considering 
Christ’s death as a meritorious sacrifice, and the necessity of 
believing in it as such; in order to distinguish the true orthodox 
or scriptural faith in Christ, from that of Arianism. This latter 
doctrine, of which most who speak and write seem deplor- 
ably ignorant, is built ostensibly on the incomparable merit of 
Jesus Christ. This is not the Arianism which is spoken of by 
many of the fathers ; for they are continually confounding the 
doctrine imputed to Arius, with that held by multitudes who 
professed to be his followers ; whose doctrine appears to be, in 
many respects, nearly the same with what is now called Socin- 
tanism. The Arianism which I refer to is that of the present 
day, which is founded in the iollowing scale of intellectual en- 
tities and perfections ; and which the doctrine of metaphysics has 
been called in to accredit and support. ‘* The principal things,” 
says a late author, “relating to encorporeal essences or spirits, 
taught us by Revelation, are the following : 

Ist, That Gop Himself is a Spirit; and infinitely the most 
perfect of all others; whose high dignity and singular majesty 
we call the Godhead, or Deity. 
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9d, That next to God there is another being, originally a 
pure spiritual essence, which in time assumed thereunto a corpo- 
real substance or body, of a most excellent and superlative na- 
ture, who therefure 1s called the Son of God, or next to Him in 
dignity. 

3d, We are informed also, that in the third degree of the scale 
of spiritual essences is one of a peculiar nature; having a near 
relation to the other two; and, from his office, has the name of 
Holy Ghost, as being the sanctifier of men. 

4th, At an immense remove from these we find a fourth class 
of incorporeal substances, called angels by us, but by the hea- 
thens, demons, genii,. &c. concerning which we read of various 
denominations, numbers, and subordinations: which latter is 
called the hierarchy of angels, and is usually reckoned threefold, 
viz. The first hierarchy contains the three most honorary or- 
ders, called seraphims, cherubims, and thrones ; the second hie- 
rarchy consists of three intermediate orders, called dominions, 
virtues, and powers ; the third hierarchy contains the three low- 
est orders, called principalities, arch-angels, and angels.?°— 
Martin’s Philology, article Metaphysics, p. 180. 

This scheme is formed on the philosophical principle of the 
graduated scale of intelligences, and of entities in general ; 
which maintains that there is no chasm or break from God, the 
Fountain of being, to the lowest inorganized particle of matter, 
or atom; and that all proceed from the indivisible particle of 
inert matter, through different forms of organized being, up to 
animal life; and through different degrees of animal life up to 
intellectual ; and through various degrees of intellectual life up 
to Gop. Matter being more perfect as it approaches to, or 
arises from inertness, to organization ; organization being more 
or less perfect as it approaches to, or recedes from vitality ; 
vitality, being more or less perfect, as it approaches to, or re- 
cedes from intellectual existence ; and intellectual existence, be- 
ing more or less perfect, as it approaches to, or recedes from the 
Ens Entium, or Gop. This scheme also supposes, that all or- 
ders of created beings are connected by certain links, which par- 
take of the nature of the beings in the ascending and descending 
scale :--e. g. ANIMALS and VEGETABLES are linked together b 
the polype, or plant animal; rowts and reerites, by the bat ; 
FISHES and Beasts, by the hzppopotamus ; QUADRUPEDS and 
mAN, by the owran outang ; and may and ancexs, by men of ex- 
traordinary powers, such as Pluto among the ancients, and 
Sir Isaac Newton among the moderns. 

This graduated scale of entities is highly illustrative of the 
manifold wisdom of God; and to it I have no objection, pro- 
vided the holy and adorable Trinity be left out of the question. 
From the lowest particle of matter, up to God, the scale may 
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be accurate enough: but when it attempts to graduate the Sa- 
cred Persons in the Holy Trinity, saying, as in the preceding 
extract, that the Son of God is next in dignity to God; that 
“the Holy Ghost is the third degree in spiritual essences, 
having a near relation to the other two ;” we are net only to 
receive such assertions with caution, but to reject them in toto, 
as being utterly repugnant to Divine revelation, in which the 
preceding system says they are taught. 

Revelation most certainly teaches us that there are Persons 
in the Holy Trinity, Matt. 11. 16, 17; but it no where teaches 
us that there is any inequality among those persons; for, ‘ In 
this Trinity none 1s AFORE or AFTER other ; none is GREATER OY 
LESs than another: for, although there be one Person of the Fa- 
ther, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost, yet the 
Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is 
ALL ONE; the glory EQUAL, the Majesty co-ETERNAL; for, the 
whole Three Persons are CO-ETERNAL together, and CO-EQUAL.”’ 
Thus far the Athanasian creed is consistent with itself, and with 
the Sacred Oracles; and is point blank opposed to the Arian 
system, already produced; and to all refinements on that sys- 
tem of origination, begetting, proceeding, sc. : though, in other 
places, in contradiction to the above, it countenances those 


spurious doctrines.” 
But I have intimated above that this doctrine is intended to 


oppose all sacrificial merit in the passion and death of Christ, 
while it allows Him a moral merit, in consequence of which 
God gives the covenant of salvation to the Gentiles ; and par- 
dons, sanctifies, and saves, all who believe the Christian reve- 
lation, and lead a holy life. This is specious, but radically un- 
solid. [ts imposing aspect has deceived many, as it seems to 
magnify the Lord Jesus, while it strips Him of every kind of 
merit, but that which He has as a righteous and holy man.— 
This is by no means the view which the Sacred Scriptures 
give us of the merit of Christ, in His passion and death: and 
appears to me both defective and dangerous. 

This scheme has got its best support, and highest colouring, 
from Dr. J. Taylor, whom I have often quoted in another 
place, with deserved approbation and delight ; but whom I must 
refer to here with widely opposite feelings. From his Jntro- 


* This Creed, far from being 1 work of Athans:ius, to whom it does not ap- 
pear to have been attributed before the seventh century, is probably, not the 
work ofany Greek Father. All the ancient copies ofit are in Latin; and the 
Greek copies are evidently translated from them, and are of no antiquity.— 
The Benedictines have proved that it is not the work of Athanasius; and 
think it was written in France. They bave entered it at the end of their edi- 
tion, among the spuria. When, where, or by whomit was written, no man 


knows. 
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duction to the Apostolic Writings, I collect the following ex- 
tracts; which contain, at least, the fair outlines of his scheme. 

“God,” says he, “ grounded the extraordinary favours en- 
joyed by the Israelites, on Abraham’s faith and obedience ; 


and selected them out of respect to the prety and virtue of their 


ancestors.”°—Pag. 4. 2 
Jesus Christ, having assumed a human body, exhibited a 


pattern of the most perfect obedience, even unto death; in firm 
adherence to the truth He taught; and, in consequence of this, 
He is a pattern of reward, by being raised from the dead; and 
having a commission to raise all mankind: and to put all into 
the possession of eternal life who shall, in the last day, be found 
virtuous and holy.—Jb. p. 25. 

‘¢ The sLoop of Christ is the perfect OBEDIENCE and Goop- 
nrss of Christ: nor is the blood of Christ to be considered 
only in relation to our Lord’s death and sufferings; as if mere 
death or suffering were, in itself, of such a nature as to be 
pleasing or acceptable to God. But His blood implies a cuar- 
acter; and it is His blood, as He is a Lamb without spot and 
blemish, (1 Pet. i. 19.) that is, as He is perfectly holy, which 
is of so great value in the sight of God. His blood is the same 
as his offering himself without spot to God.” Heb. x. 14.—IJb. 
yo 44. : 
wt What Christ did was neither to incline God to be gracious, 
nor to disengage Him from any counter obligations, arising from 
law or justice, or what the sinner’s case might deserve ; but 
what Christ did and suffered was a proper and wise EXPEDIENT, 
@ FIT GROUND and METHOD of granting mercy to the world.”°— 
[6. p. 47. 

‘“When I say, Christ's love and obedience is a just founda- 
tion of the Divine grace, I know not how to explain myself bet- 
ter than by the following instance :—there have been masters 


willing, now and then, to grant a relaxation from study, or even . 


to remit deserved punishment, in case any one boy, in behalf 
of the whole school, or of the offender, would compose and 
present a distich, or copy of Latin verses: and one may say 
that the kind verse-maker purchased the favour in both cases ; 
or that his learning, ingenuity, industry, goodness, and compli- 
ance, with the governor’s will and pleasure, was a just ground 
or foundation of the pardon and refreshment ; or a proper rea- 
son of granting them.”—J/6. p. 49, note. 

‘ Agreeably to this scheme, Abraham is proposed as a bright 
example of obedience and reward; and his obedience is given 
as the reason of conferring blessings upon his posterity ; and 
particularly of having the Messiah, the Redeemer, and greatest 
blessings of mankind, descend from him.—J6. p. 50, 

Vor. HT, 23 
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From all this most exceptionable, most meagre, and ineffi- 
cient scheme of salvation, we gather that, as God called Abra- 
ham from his Gentilism, ene to him the knowledge of His 
name and nature, and made him eminent for piety and probity, 
that He might constitute him the head of a numerous posterity, 
whom He could bless, protect, and save, in the most extraor- 
dinary manner, on account of the rewardable righteousness and 
merit of their progenitor; so, He has sent Jesus Christ to en- 
lighten and instruct the whole world, Jews and Gentiles;.a 
Person, who in every respect did the will of God, and was obe- 
dient to the Divine will. even unto death; and who, therefore, 
like * the kind verse-maker,’”’ in the preceding illustrative in- 
stance, (which appears to have been made for the purpose,) 
may be said to have purchased the favour of God for the offend- 
ing world; so that His super-eminent goodness and compliance 
with the will of the Supreme Governor, is a just ground and foun- 
dation of pardon and salvation to the world, and a proper reason 
for granting them! 

This is a sort of rewardable moral merit, in reference to the 
world, just similar to that of Abraham, in behalf of the Jewish 
people; trom which every idea of sacrifical merit and atone- 
ment is excluded. On this ground the martyred Isaiah, and 
the massacred Baptist, might have afforded to the benevolence 
of God a sufficient ground and proper reason for the remission 
of the sins of men; for, as the life of one man is as much, per- 
sonally considered, as the life of another ; and obedience unto 
death, as much marked the conduct of the evangelical prophet, 
of Zechariah, the son of Barachiah, and the holy Baptist, as 
that of our blessed Lord, if divested of His Godhead and Eter- 
nity, as this scheme supposes; might not they, or any of them, 
have been as a@ complete a ground why God should forgive the 
sins of the world, as the obedient life and death of Christ ? 
Again, if Abraham’s merit could extend to the whole Jewish 
race, why not to the Gentiles, in whose behalf chiefly the cove- 
nant was made ? for it was made with him, while yet uncircum- 
cised; and the pledge on God’s part was, that in his seed all 
the nations of the earth should be blessed. Now, if this will hold 
good on the above reasoning, what need was there of the mi- 
raculous conception, the agony and bloody sweat, the cross 
and passion, the death and burial, the glorious resurrection and 
ascension, of the blessed Jesus? Why such an extraordinary 
expenditure of means and energies: why such an apparatus of 
prophecy, legal ordinances, sacrificial institutions, and miracu- 
Jous interpositions ; to keep in view the Divine purpose; te 
commemorate the facts by which it was prefigured ; preserve the 
regal line from which the promised Seed was to issue; and 








mae ais ca 





EXTRACT FROM DR. Ae CLARKE’S SERMON ON JOHN II. 16. 171 


finally, to exhibit it to the world; ifso much less, so indescri- 
bably less, might have accomplished the purpose ? Was not all 


this 
‘¢ Just like an ocean into tempest toss’d, 
To waft a feather, or to drown a fly ?” 


But to see more fully the utter inefficacy of this pretendedly 
sufficient moral merit, let us hear what our Lord says in the 
text: ‘*God gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him should not perish.”” Was any thing like this 
ever addressed to the Jews, in reference to Abraham? Were 
they ever promised remission of sins, provided they belteved on 
this friend of God? Were they ever commanded to believe 
on him at all? Were they not ever led to consider that their 
sacrifices, where the life-blood of the animal was poured out in 
behalf of the offerer, were the grand cause of the remission of 
deserved punishment, and the forgiveness of sin? Did they not 
know that without shedding of blood there was no remission ; and 
that the sacrificial code was the essential part of the Jewish 
system? And do not we see, from the concurrent testimony 
both of the Old and New covenants, that all these sacrifices 
typified the offering of the life of Jesus Christ upon the cross, 
by which He obtained eternal redemption for us; so that he 
who believeth on him, as having “ died for his offences, and risen 
again for his justification, is freely justified from all things, 
from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses ?” 

I contend, therefore, that this one circumstance, the command 
to believe on Christ crucified for the remission of sins, even leav- 
ing His Godhead entirely out of the question, utterly destroys 
the pretended parallelism between Abraham and Jesus; and 
completely saps, subverts, and ruins this splendid edifice. It 
is to that faith which credits, trusts to, and relies upon, the mer- 
storious blood (ssw agar) of our Lord Jesus, which He sweat 
in the garden, and poured out upon the cross, as a full atone- 
ment and sacrifice for sin, that pardon and eternal glory are 

romised; and promised not on account of the merit of the 


faith, but the merit of the Sacrifice, which faith has appre- 


hended. 


(Te be concluded in the next.) 
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Scripture Vilustrated. 


REMARKS ON THE OLIVE TREE.—HARMER. 


We have before taken notice that the olive tree is very com- 
mon in Judea: I would now remark, that the Scriptures fre- 
quently refer to it, and that those very references have given 
some pain to an ingenious traveller, on the account of trees of 
this species wanting a vivid verdure. 

Mr. Sharp, in his forty-eighth letter from Italy, expresses his 
pain in these words, ‘* The fields, and indeed the whole facc ot 
‘Tuscany, are ina manner covered with olive trees, but the olive 
tree does not answer the character | had conceived of it: the 
Royal Psalmist and some of the Sacred Writers speak with rap- 
ture of the green olive trees, so that [ expected a beautiful 
green; and I confess to you, I was wretchedly disappointed, to 
find its hue resembling that of our hedges, when they are cov- 
ered with dust. The olive tree may, possibly, delight in the 
barren district of Judea, but, undoubtedly, will disgust a man 
accustomed to English verdure.” : 

The objection shows, that it is of some importance to attend 
to minute, and even seemingly trifling circumstances mentioned 
in Holy Writ, which is the great design of these papers. In con- 
sidering it, I cannot allow the propriety of this worthy writer’s 
method of alleviating the difficulty he had proposed: Judea ts 
not now so destitute of verdure, as to make a tree that looks as 
ifit was all over covered with dust, an object sufficient to charm 
the eye by its colour; and such a supposition is still less ad- 
missible, when it relates to former times, when it was much bet- 
ter cultivated. The true way of solving the difficulty is, ] im- 
agine, to consider the word translated green, not as descriptive 
of colour, in these passages, but of some other property, youth- 


fulness, vigour, prosperity, &c. , 
It certainly must be so understood in some places where it 


occurs. No mortal ever imagined that when Nebuchadnezzar 
said, J was at rest in mine house, and green in my palace, Dan. 
iv. 4, that he meant either that the colour of his face, or of his 
garments was green; but that he was, as our translators justly 
render it, flourishing in his palace, that he was in such a state, 
with respect to his royalty, as a tree is when it is green, consid- 
ered as a vegetable. So in the fiftysecond Psalm David de- 
scribes a wicked man, as soon to wither away and disappear ; 
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while he should be like a young vigorous olive tree, which had 
long to live and to flourish. The beauty of the olive tree, 
marked out in other passages of Scripture, consisted in the 
spread of its branches, not in its colour,’”? Hosea xiv. 6. 

The disappointment then of Mr. Sharp arose, not from the 

misrepresentation of the sacred writers, but merely from his 
misunderstanding them. 
* In like manner, when the Psalmist says, J shall be anointed 
with green oil, Ps. xcii. 10, where there is the same word in 
the original, we are not to suppose he means oil of a green 
colour: would there have been any great advantage in that? 
Or can any passage be produced to show it was an object 
of desire to the people of the East? But we are, I believe, 
to understand the word as signifying precious, fragrant oil, 
such as princes in times of prosperity were anointed with: 
fragrant if you will, as a field which the Lorp has blessed, a 
flowery field, in all its verdure, to the smell of which Isaac com- 
pared the scent of the perfumed clathes Jacob had on when Isaac 
blessed him, Gen. xxvil. 27 

It appears from many passages, that when princes were vic- 
torious, rich presents were wont to be made them;* and from 
the history of Hezekiah,t that precious ointments, or oils in 
which odoriferous plants or other substances had been put, and 
kept there some time, were presented to them, preserved long 
by them among their treasures in part, and in part, we may be- 
lieve, made use of on joyful occasions: which’ kind of oil is, 
without doubt, what the Psalmist calls green oil, and with which 
he was to be anointed, when Gop should exalt his power, and 
make his horn like that of an unicorn. 

To think of greenness of colour in the oil, would be childish ; 
to interprét the word of oil, expressed from green, that is to 
say, from unripe olives, would not well agree with the accounts 
of some modern writers on medical preparations, who aftirm 
that oil cannot be drawn from unripe olives; to understand 
the word as signifying fresh drawn oil, would be to give it much 
less energy, than, I apprehend, was intended by the Psalmist ; 
to explain it of oil made extremely odoriferous is, I cannot help 
thinking, placing it in the proper point of light. 

It is natural to suppose most, if not all the oil that was made 
use of for anointing themselves for pleasure, was more or less 
fragrant; it would else have hardly answered the purpose, 
which was the stifling those disagreeable scents the heat of 
that climate often excited. On this account it became extremely 
necessary to the enjoyment of life ; for which reason the Pro- 


*2 Sam. viii. 10, 2 Chron. xxxii. 23. + Is. xxxix. 2. 
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phet Micah* threatened Israel, That they should tread olives, 
but not anoint themselves with ol. We are ready to imagine no 
other important use of oil but for eating, but they found life 
would be inelegant without anointing. 

Some of their ointments were extremely precious: such was 
the composition with which the head of our Lorp was anoint- 
edt Buta slight intusion of some of their own country flow- 
ers was sufficient to give their hair a very agreeable scent. 
So Hasselquist tells us, the Egyptians put the flowers of the 
tuberose into sweet oil, and by this means give the oil a most 
excellent smell, scarcely inferior to oil of jessamine ;{ and in. 
another place, that he found jessamine growing in the Holy 
Land,|| besides other fragrant plants. ee 

A 


a i 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


THE WONDERFUL CONSTRUCTION OF THE EAR.—STURM. 
A.tTHoucH the Ear, in point of beauty, must give place to 
the eye; it is nevertheless perfectly adapted to its use, and no 
less a masterpiece of the Creator’s hind. In the first place, 
its position shews much wisdom: it is placed in the most con- 
venient part of the human machine, near the brain, the com- 
mon seat of all the senses. The external structure form of the 
ear deserves our admiration: it nearly resembles a muscle: 
but, it has neither the so!tness of mere flesh, nor the hardness 
of bone. Were it flesh only, the upper part would fall down 
over the orifice, and prevent the communication of sounds. If, 
on the other hand, it were provided with solid bones, we should 
feel much pain and many inconveniences, when. we lay on 
either side. On this account, the Creator has chosen a carti- 
laginous substance for the outward part of the ear; which has 
that degree of firmness, that polish and folding which are most 
proper to reflect sounds: for, the whole use of the external 
part, is to collect the undulations of the air, and convey them 
into the orifice of the ear. 

The internal structure of this organ is still more proper to 
excite our surprise. Within the ear there is an opening, which. 
is called the Meatus Auditorius, or Auditory Canal ; the en- 
trance of which is defended with small hairs, to prevent insects 
from penetrating into it: and it is for the same purpose that it 


* Ch. vi. 15. + Matt. xxvi. 7. { Page 267. || Page 134. 
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is always moistened with a sort of bitter glutinous humour, 
called the Ear-wax, which is separated from its glands. 

‘The Tympanum, or Drum, is placed obliquely in the Audi- 
tory Canal. This part of the Ear has really a great resem- 
blance to a drum; for, first there is a sort of bony ring in the 
cavity of the Auditory Canal, over which a round, thin, dry 
membrane is stretched. Secondly, there is a muscle tightly 
connected with the Madleus, which answers the same end here, 
that the catgut string does to the drum; it increases the vibra- 
tions of thé membrane, and serves sometimes to tighten, and 
sometimes to relax it. Inthe cavity, under the drum, there are 
some very small, but very remarkable bones, called Auditory 
Bones: they are distinguished by these names; JMadlleus, the 
Hammer, Incus, the Anvil, Os Orbiculare, the Orbicular Bone ; 
and the Stapes or Stirrup. Their use is to contribute to the 
vibrations and extension of the Tympanum. Behind the cavity 
of the Drum, there is another opening, called the Eustachian 
Tube, which leads to the palate. ‘This passage lets the air in 
and out from the funnel of the ear, to make the membrane vi- 
brate the better. Sounds received through the mouth, are 
heard by means of this passage, when the outward orifice of the 
ear is closed up. Next comes the Cochlea, which rises in a 
spiral line, similar to a winding staircase: and finally, behind 
this, the Muditory Nerve terminates in the brain. Therefore, 
the essential requisite of hearing consists in the aforesaid T'ym- 


\ ponum, or Drum, and the Auditory Nerve: the external parts 
\sekving only to collect the sound, or undulations of the air, in 


order to strengthen the sense of hearing. 

. Hearing, isa thing in itself highly worthy of admiration. Bya 
portion of airextremely small, which we put in motion we know 
not hew, we can in an instant make our thoughts, desires, and 
conceptions known to another; and that as perfectly as if his 
soul could see into ours. But, to make the action of the air in 
the prdpagation of sounds more easy to be understood: let us 
remember that the air is not a solid, but a fluid body. Throw 
a stone into calm water ; and it will cccasion undulations, which 
will cane more or less according to the degree of force with 
which the sione was cast in. Let us now suppose, that a word 
spoken produces the same effect in the air, which the stone 
does in tha water. While the speaker pronounces the word, 
he expels Nth more or less force, a quantity of air out of his 
mouth: this dir communicates an pein motion to the ex- 
ternal air; and this air thus put in motion communicates its 
vibrations to the Z'ympanum, or Drum; by the Drum, the air 
contained in the cavity of the Ear, is agitated; by these agita- 
tions the Hammer is shaken: the Hammer in its turn shakes 
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the Anvil, and the Os Orbiculare ; and the Stirrup transmits to 
the Nerves, through the Fenestra Ovalis, or Oval Orifice, the 
motion it has received, and those vibrate like the strings of a 
harpsichord. This motion of the air gains strength by agita- 
ting the fluid contained in the labyrinth and Cochlea; and com- 
municates itself to what is properly called the Auditory Nerve. 
The soul then feels a sensation, proportioned to the strength or 
weakness of the impression received : and by virtue of a mys- 
terious law of the Creator forms to itself representations of ob- 
jects and of truths. : 

What joy should we feel, in being capable of distinguishing 
sounds! How deplorable would our case be, were we denied 
the faculty of hearing ! in certain respects, privation of hearing 
would be worse than the loss of sight. Through the eye, only 
sensible and corporeal ideas can enter into the soul: but by 
the ear, we may form ideas of invisible and spiritual subjects. 
Consequently, had we been born deaf, it would have been ex- 
tremely difficult for us to have received any instructions con- 
cerning Religion, God, the nature of the soul, or salvation.— 
We could not have acquired knowledge sufficient for any art or 
science whatever. In order to make his goodness: still more 
manifest to different generations of men, God permits now and 
then a person to be born deaf. Let us never look on any of 
those helpless persons, without endeavouring to estimate better 
the worth of the sense of which they are deprived, and that 
goodness of God which has granted it tous. And let us ever 
remember, that to make a proper use of our hearing, is the best 
method of testifying our gratitude to God for so great a gift. 


eViiscellaneous. 


FHE DOCTRINE OF FUTURE PUNISHMENT CONSIDERED. 
(Continued from page 145.) 


From the Scriptures. 4/1 Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and ts profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be per- 

ect, 2'Tim. ili. 16, 17. The design of God in making this 
revelation of his mind and will to man was, that he might be 
holy. Every part of revelation is suited to his nature and con- 
dition, and must unite in producing the above effect. The 
promises, the threatenings, the invitations, the precepts are all 
necessary, and are all connected in man’s salvation. Had 
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there been no intention on the part of God, to punish the ob- 
stinately wicked in another life, confident [ am, there would 
have been no declarations, of such punishments, made in his 
word. No passage would have been found on record, from 
which, by fair and legitimate construction, the doctrine of end- 
less punishment could be inferred. So far from it, | think 
it much more reasonable to suppose, (and this supposition 
is consistent with the views given of the divine goodness,) 
that positive declarations to the contrary would have been in- 
terspersed through his word; that the mind of man might not 
be unnecessarily disturbed with the apprehension of punish- 
ment. Inquire we now is this the case? is there any place 
In scripture where such an intimation is given,+-such an assu- 
rance made? Is there one, single, solitary text, ‘hich directly 
asserts, God will not punish forever the transgressors of his law, 
or which can be even fairly or justly rendered to support that 
doctrine? NoT ONE. 

But supposing, for the sake of argument, that future and eter- 
nal punishment was not clearly revealed, and that only some 
intimations were given of the possibility of the thing: Or sup- 
pose that the number of passages, susceptible of such a con- 
struction as favoured the doctrine I am maintaining, was bale 
anced by an equal number of passages, which might be so con- 
strued as to support the doctrine I am opposing ; what would 
be the duty of the prudent and judicious man in such a case? 
It would undoubtedly be the duty of every one, who considers 
the direction and tendency which principle gives to practice, to 
embrace that system which is the more likely to influence his 
conduct ;—which affords the greater foundation and security for 
happiness, and from which there is the less danger of sustain- 
ing any loss. For the bare possibility of the truth of endless 
punishment, is an argument sufficiently cogent, to induce every 
serious and considerate mind to receive the doctrine. Should 
the man who embraces this doctrine, and who endeavours to live 
in such a manner as to avoid eternal misery, be mistaken, he 
Sustains no injury in consequence of that mistake,—he suffers 
no loss. He is just where he would have been, had he em- 
braced the doctrine of Universalism. But it is not so with the 
man who receives the doctrine of ‘ held redemption,’ and who, 
influenced by that doctrine, is at no pains to escape the threat- 
ened punishment : he dies, and finds himself mistaken, but alas! 
too late to correct the error, or benefit by the discovery ; and 
is ee to endure through eternal duration, the punishment 
inflicted on him for his folly and his crimes. 


‘* [tis an observation of great importance, and necessary to 
be attended to in this, as in most other doctrines of religion, 


~~ ome passages of scripture are always to be interpreted 
on. TE. 23 
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by the plain ones, and not the plain ones made doubtful by 
those that are more obscure. And the reason is evident: be- 
cause that which is at present obscure may very easily in the 
event of things, and in the unfolding of : rovidence, have the 
difficulties removed, and make a final harmony and consistency 
of the whole: but if that which is once clearly and pl. inly re- 
vealed, in words express and full, and without ambiguity, is 
ever in any wise to be shaken by any after discovery ; or if a 
general and perpetual ruie can be made in any degree uncer- 
tain, by the present difliculty of application of any particular 
case; there can then never be any cert:in assurance of any 
doctrine in revelation at all."—Dr. S. Clarke’s Sermons, vol. 
f.». 385. 

Guided in our investigations by this rule, let us proceed to 
examine the Old Testament, and see if there be any indica- 
tions, or any proofs of the point under consideration ; and 
whether we have sufficient ground, from the testimony it af- 
fords, to conclude, that the finally impenitent and incorrigible 
sinner will be punished forever in another life. 

The first instance we have on record of the displeasure of 
God manifested against sin, is to be found in the account given 
of the introduction of evil into the world, by the violation of the 
divine command in paradise. This account has been already 
noticed; and | think it will be difficult, if not impossible, for 
that class of Universalists who deny the compatibility of mis- 
ery with the goodness of God to account for the existence of 
either natural or moral evil consistently with their own princi- 
ples. We are next presented with the history of the deluge, 
its cause, Gen. vi. 5. 12, 13, its universality, and its effects, 
Gen. vil. 17-—-24. An event so extraordinary in itself, and so 
lasting in its consequences, that proofs of it can be found in 
every section of the globe ; and testimony of its truth as a pun- 
ishment, collected from the records or traditions of every na- 
tion under heaven. We read the same displeasure of Jehovah 
in the destruction of the cities of the plain by fire, Gen. xix.— 
In the overthrow of Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, Exod. 
xiv.—In the detention and wanderings of the Israelites in the 
wilderness.—In the fate of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.—And 
finally in the utter extinction (with the exception of two) of 
that vast multitude who made their escape out of the land of 
Ham. In short, there is not a judgment recorded in the Old- 
Testament, as having overtaken or fallen upon any nation, city, 
or individual, which does not oppose the doctrine | am oppo- 
sing, and demonstrate that punishment is consistent with the 
oouness of God. 

Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written, saith 
St. Paul, for our instruction and admonition. Rom. xv. 4.— 
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1 Cor. x. 11. Accordingly we find our blessed Lord himself, 
as well as the divinely inspired writers of the New Testament, 
frequently alluding to the transactions above noticed. Our 
Lord in M:tt. xxiv. 36—39, seems to consider the destruction 
of the old world by the deluge, as a representation of the cer- 
tainty, universality, and extremity of the punishment, in which 
the unrighteous and unholy will be involved at the day of Judg- 
ment. And inthe parallel place in Luke xvii. 26—30 the 
crime and punishment of the inhabitants of Sodom, are associa- 
ted, for the same purpose, with the crime and punishment of 
the Antediluvians. 

St. Peter (as well as St. Paul, Heb. xi. 7.) appealed to the 
punishment of the old world by water, and of Soom and Go- 
mortha by fire, as clear proofs from tacts, that God will not 
spare impenitent sinners: And in his second epistie, u. 6, he 
says, God made them an ensample unto those thut after should 
live ungodly. 1 shall here transcribe Dr. Macknight’s note on 
this passage. ‘ Because the word used here is drodesrypa and not 
magadeypo. Erasmus supposes the Apostle meant, not an ex- 
ample to be imitated, but an example to be avoided: and that 
Tude to express the same idea uses the word duyuo. Estius 
s2ys, these differences in the use of the words are not always 
observed ; and therefore he is of opinion, that by an example 
Peter means a type or representation of the future punishment 
of the wicked by everlasting fire.’ >t. Jude also, ver. 7, con- 
siders the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha and the cities 
about them, set forth for an example (or type) suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire. On which verse Parkhurst remarks, 
‘The miraculous fire from heaven, which destroyed the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrha, is a dreadful emblem of that everlast- 
ing fire (zo wve to aswuew Matt. xxv. 41.) which awaits the ungod- 
ly and unclein.’ 

In the above references and quotations, made by our Lord 
and his Apostles, the destruction of the Antediluvian world, and 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, is represented as a type of 
the destruction of the ungodly in another life. And we ure 
equally at a loss to perceive either the wisdom and justness of 
the selections, or their applicability to the point of doctrine 
they are brought forward to establish, if they are to be consid- 
ered in any other view. ‘We usually consider a type, as an 
example, pattern, or general similitude to a person, event, or 
thing which is to come: and it should be referred from a less to 
a greater, as from the death of a beast to the death of a man: 
from a lower to a higher, us from earth to heaven: from time 
present to futurity, as from this world to the eternal state :? 
from the punishment inflicted on the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrha, to the endless and never ceasing punishment in- 
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flicted on the incorrigible sinner in another life. ‘ For what- 
ever is infinite eludes our comprehension, and mocks our pant- 
ing toil, however urged by the most vehement imagination: 
under this reflection types may be useful by offering a simili- 
tude adapted to our powers.’ Calmet’s dict. Article Types. 


The institution of sacrifices is another topic, which strong- 


ly supports the doctrine of future punishment: for the more 
thoroughly we examine the subject, the more fully will we be 
convinced, that it does not owe its origin to human invention. 
There is nothing in nature, in reason, or in interest to originate, 
to justify, or perpetuate the practice. The first account we 
have of this rite is recorded of Abel in Gen iv. 4. and is men- 
tioned by St. Paul in the epistle to the Hebrews xi. 4. That 
the institution was of divine appointment may be argued, not 
only from its being coeval with the fall, and of consequence 
Jong before any grant was made to man to eat the flesh of ani- 
mals, Gen. ix. 3.—but also from the strong and sensible proof 
given of the divine acceptance in the case of Abel. Compare 
Gen. iv. 4. with Heb. xi. 4. In like manner God afterwards 
accepted the sacrifices of Noah, Gen. viii. 20, 21, of Abraham 
—of Job,—till at length they were reduced to a system and es- 
tablished in the dispensation of Moses. 

It will not be amiss, now to consider, briefly, the design of the 
ordinance, which I think was twofold. Whether sacrifices 
are considered as belonging tothe Patriarchial or Mosaical dis- 
pensation, they were commemorative of events that were past, 
or were intended to prefigure something to come. In the for- 
mer case, they carried the offerer back to that important event 
in the history of man, the Fatt, by which the whole human 
family had fallen under the displeasure of God, and become ob- 
noxious to punishment. They were also an acknowledgment 
of the guilt of the offerer ;—a confession that death was iss to 
sin ;—a,deprecation of. merited punishment ;—and an expression 
of his utter inability to extricate himself from the wretchedness 
of his condition. In the latter case they prefigured the great 
propitiatory sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, as the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world; and signified an hum- 
ble and confident reliance on the merit of his atonement. 

Nor ought the universality of the practice of sacrificing to be 

assed over unnoticed. ‘It is notorious’ says a learned writer 
(Magee on the Atonement, page 303) ‘that all nations, Jews 
and Heathens, before the time of Christ, entertained the notion 
that the displeasure of the offended Deity, was to be averted 
by the sacrifice of the animal.? And I think it would be a dif- 
ficult task, to find any nation of former times, which did not con- 
sider the design of sacrificing as represented above. Nor can 
any reasonable objection be made to the abuse of the ordinance 
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from the substitution of human victims in the place of animals. 
Fear of punishment and of the divine displeasure seems to lie 
deep at the foundation of all their oblations, and the more highly 
they thought of the object of their religious worship; or the deep- 
er the hold guilt had taken on their minds ; the more valuable 


, they conceived the sacrifice ought to be, which they presented 


to that object in order to appease his wrath, or prevent the pun- 
ishment. From the whole then, we may justly conclude in the 
words of Dr. Kennicott, quoted by the above writer, whether 
we refer them to the sameness of opinion that prevailed, res- 
pecting the design; or the universal practice of offering sacri- 
fices, that ‘ Whatever custom has prevailed over the world, 
among nations the most opposite in polity and customs in gen- 
eral; nations not united by commerce or communication, 
(when that custom has nothing in nature, or the reason of things, 
to give it birth, and establish to itself such a currency,) must be 
derived from some revelation.’ 

Before I close these remarks, I shall notice an objection that 
may probably be prefered ; that 1 have not supported my doc- 
trine, by positive and direct “quotations from the Old-Testa- 
ment. It should not be concealed that the paucity of texts in 
which rewards and punishments are expressly mentioned, ma 
have given rise to the assertion of the Author of ‘ The divine 
legation of Moses,’ that ‘ the doctrine of a future state of rewards 
and punishments is not to be found in, nor did make part of the 
Mosaic dispensation.’ ‘This is the statement of the celebrated 
Bishop Warburton, and yet this self-same prelate declares on 
oath, and subscribes to the following counter-assertion, that ‘in 
the Old-Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by 
Christ.’ Articles of religion. Art.7. But there are many places 
in which the doctrine of future punishment is to be found.— 
Psal. ix. 17.—xi. 6. Eccles. ili. 17. Isa. xxxili. 14.—-Ixvi, 24. 
Mal. iv. 1. Dan. xii. 2. besides many others. And if any stress 
is to be placed on the comparative number of texts, in which 
future punishment is thréatened, over and above the places 
where future rewards are promised, it will be found, I helieve, to 
be in favour of the former. For in the whole of the Old-'Tes- 
tament the phrase everlasting life never occurs but once. Dan. 
xii. 2, And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt. 


(To be Continued. } 
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182 A DESCRIPTIVE VIEW OF THE WESTERN COUNTRY, 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


A descriptive view of the Western Country previously to its dis- 
covery and settlement by English settlers, or the citizens of the 
United States, as additional or supplementary to Introductory 
Remarks, to the Rise and Progress of religion in the Western 


Country. 


No. I. 


In the year 1170, Madoc, son of Owen Groynnedk, prince 
of Wales, dissatisfied with the situation of affairs at home, left 
his country. as related by the Welch historians, in quest of 
new settlements, and leaving Ireland to the north, proceeded 
west till he discovered a fertile country ; where leaving a colo- 
ny, he returned, and persuading many of his countrymen to 
join him, put to sea with ten ships, and was never more heard of. 

This account has several times drawn the attention of the 
world ; but as no vestiges of them had been found, it was con- 
cluded, perhaps too rashly, to be a fable, or, at least, that no 
remains of the colony existed. Of late years, however, the 
western settlers have received frequent accounts of a nation, 
inhabiting «t a great distance up the Missouri, in manners and 
appearance resembling the other Indians, but speaking Welch, 
and retaining some ceremonies of the Christian worship ; and 
at length this is universally believed to be a fact.* 

I have myself seen a brass ornament such as soldiers usually 
wear in front of their belts, being one of six attached to six 
skeletons, dug up noi far from the falls of the Ohio river: it 
was cast metal, and on it was representéd a Mermaid playing 
upon a harp, (the coat of arins, as | understand, of Wales).— 
There was also a motto on it in Roman eharacters. 1! have 
since attempted to obtain it, to geta fac simile taken of it; but 
understood that the gentleman, then living in Kentucky, in 
whose possession it wis, had parted with it; and that it had 
been taken to Virginia. 

The tradition from the old Indians is, that it was at the falls 
of Ohio that the first white people were cut off by the natives, 
who had penetrated these western regions. This circumstance, 
in relation to the ornament, with some others, | communic: ted 
to the late Dr. John P. Camp':cll, who wrote an account of the 
Antiquities of the Western Country ; which after many difficul- 


* Imlay’s America, 
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ties, hot necessary here to mention, has gone to the press since 


his death; but from the extracts from the work, which {| have 


seen, it appears silent as to the source from which the informa- 
tion was obtained. I have. it moreover from good authority, 
th t upwards of thirty years ago Indians came to Kaskaskia, in 
the now state of Illinois, who spake the Welch dialect, were 


pertectly understood and conversed with two Welchmen then. 


there. From information, tomb stones, and other monuments of 
the existence of such a people have been found, with the year 
engraved, corresponding very near to that given above ; being 
about the 12th century. Time may, with the enterprizing dis- 

osition of our people, satisfy the inquiring mind on this score, 
whether such a race be yet in existence or no. 

* The merit of first discovering the Mississippi river after the 
above period, according to Lewis Hennepin’s account published 
in London in 1698, is due to the Sieur la Salle, who discovered 
this river in 1682. It was called by the natives Meschasipt, 
the father of waters. It seems thet father Hennepin forgot that 
the river was previously discovered hy Ferdinand de Soto in 
1541, also by colonel Wood in 1654, and by captain Bolt in 
1670. Monsieur de la Salle was the first who traversed that 
river. In the spring of the same year, 1682. he passed down 
to the mouths of the Mississippi; he afterwards remounted that 
river, and returned to Canada in the month of October follow- 
ing, from whence he took his passage to France, where he gave 
so flattering an account of the advantayes that would certainly 
accrue from the settling a colony in those parts, that a compa- 
ny_ was formed for carrying those desizns into execution, with 
a squadron consisting of four vessels, having on board a suff- 
cient number of persons, and all kinds of goods and provisions, 
necessary for the service of the new colony, which he proposed 
to fix at or near the mouth of the Mississippi. But having 
sailed beyond the mouth of the river, he attempted to fix a col- 
ony at the bay of St. Bernard, where he arrived the 18th day 
of February, 1684, about one hundred leagues westward of the 
Mississippi. ‘Fhere his men underwent such hardships, that 
most of them perished miserably. The leader, animated with 
an ardent desire of extending his discoveries, made various ex- 
cursions with such of them who were able to travel; but on the 
19th of March 1687, two of his men villainously murdered him, 


when exploring the interior parts of the country in search of 


mines, and of the tract which led to those of St. Barbe in New- 
Mexico. 

About seven years after Monsieur Ibberville, a respectable 
officer in the French navy, undertook to execute whatever la 
Salle had promised; and his reputation being established a!- 


* Imlay’s America. 
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ready, the court entrusted him with the conduct of the project. 
He carried his people very safely to the mouth of the great riv- 
er, and there laid the foundation of the first colony that the 
French ever had on the Mississippi. He took care to provide 
them with every thing necessary for their subsistence, and 
obliged them to erect a fort for their defence against the In- 
dians. This being done, he returned to France in order to ob- 
tain supplies. 

The success of his voyage made him extremely welcome at 
court, and he was soon in a condition to put to sea again. His 
second voyage was as fortunate as the first ; but very unluckily 
for his colony, he died whilst he was preparing for the third.— 
The design might have been abandoned had not Crozat, a pri- 
vate man of an immense fortune undertaken its support at his 
own expense. In 1712 the king gave him Louisiana. Thus 
Louis imitated the Pope, who divided between the kings of 
Spain and Portugal the territories of America, where the Holy 
See had not one inch of ground. 

In order to have some plausible pretence for setting on foot 
a project for changing the face of public affairs in France, it 
was thought requisite that a new company should be erected, 
to make way for which Mr. Crozat was to resign his grant ; 
which he did accordingly. This gave rise to the Mississippi 
scheme, that made so great noise in Europe, projected by Mr. 
Law. This company was relinquished in the year 1731. By 
a secret Convention of the 3d November, 1762, the French 
government ceded so much of the province as lies beyond the 
Mississippi to the Ibberville, thence through the middle of that 
river and the lakes Maurepas and Pont Chartrain to the sea, 
to Great Britain; and in 1762 ceded the western side of the 
Mississippi, and the town of New-Orleans, which was laid out 
1720, to Spain. 

Spain having conquered the Floridas from Great Britain dur- 
ing our revolutionary war, they were confirmed to her by the 
treaty of peace of 1783. By the treaty of St. Idlefonso, of the 
ist October, 1800, his Catholic majesty engaged to cede back 
to the French Republic, Louisiana, which was confirmed at 
Madrid, 21st March, 1801 ; and from France it passed to the 
United States by the treaty of 30th April, 1802.* 


(To be continued.) 


*In the succeeding numbers our readers will perceive the connexion of 
this with Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 


Of the Missionary and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America, held in John-street Church, New-York, 
April 17, 1820. 


In conformity to a requisition in the Constitution, the board 
of Managers beg leave to present to the Society, a brief state- 
ment of their proceedings since their organization in April 
last. Perhaps a few preliminary remarks respecting the cir- 
cumstances which led to the establishment of the Society, may 
not be deemed impertinent. 

It had long been cause of regret, that that ministry, which 
has been so signally owned of God, was not furnished with pe- 
cuniary means in proportion to the extensive field in which it 
seemed destined to move, as well as to enlarge the sphere of 
its usefulness in those places where it had commenced Its ope- 
rations. Knowing that. for want of efficient aid, efforts to ex- 
tend the benefits of the Gospel to remote and destitute parts of 
our country, had frequently failed, or if accomplished at all, it 
was under great embarrassments ; and also knowing that large 
fields remained yet uncultivated, the members of this Society 
were moved to adopt the plan sketched out in theig Constitu- 
tion, as the most effectual in their power to remove the existing 
embarrassments, and to accomplish so desirable an event as 
the general diffusion of Gospel truth. 

But as the motives by which they were actuated, and the ob- 
ects they wished to accomplish, are developed in their Con- 
stitution and Address, it is unnecessary to enter into a detail of 
them in this place. From those documents it will appear, that 
it was the intention of this Society to extend itself} by means 
of auxiliary and branch societies, throughout the United States, 
and to embrace, in the field of its labours, every place, espe- 
cially on our own continent, where the light of Divine truth 
had not yet penetrated. No local interest, therefore, nor local 
views, have actuated the Society. The ultimate design is to 
add, if possible, energy and extension to the plan of dissemina- 
ting scriptural knowledge among men, by means of an _itinera- 
ting ministry ; to carry the light of evangelical truth to every 
corner of our inhabited continent, whether Christian or savage. 

This Society is so far from wishing to interfere with the nu- 
merous societies established in our country, for the laudable 
purpose of circulating the Holy Scriptures, that it will lend its 
aid to extend their usefulness, rejoicing in every such attempt 
to spread the’ knowledge of the Holy One. But though the 


circulation of the Sacred Scriptures, without note or comment, 
Vor, III. 24 


ane ak Sage Rm ape pp. 
pele cas aka 
soit i seit iy 


sii these ci 


ce nme ARI EA IF SOR ny 


ae e yom. cig anon iy 
al Sal pe ANS. 
* 


ile Panett eed Se 5, ay ee 
erate Mion aye le He 
ee ER a 


Pm, 


mega eiy 
en 


rt Ra ere et 


Cid ire tein = 


saiawnk Sows sik Drool vy ees 
Se ap eens Sie 


* 
2am lie aise 














Ee ak 
2" See 


& 3 











i 
apt 

m7 
, 5 
i 

re | 

bia oe 


186 FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY AND BIBLE 


must be attended with great good to the souls of men, still the 
living ministry is God’s principal method of saving souls.— 
Each has its use. But combined, their force is irresistible. 

To carry the objects of this Society into effect, the Board of 
Managers, immediately after their organization, sent a Circular 
Address to the several annual Conferences, with a copy of the 
Constitution, inviting them, and through them, the members of 
our church generally, to co-operate with the Society by means 
of auxiliary and branch societies: and the Board has great 
pleasure in being able to say, that their plan has been very 
generally approved, and that a number of auxiliaries have been 
formed in different parts of our continent, which have been 
recognised by the Board. These circumstances afford no small 
evidence of the utility of the plan, and of its ultimate success. 

The managers have received official, information of the for- 
mation of the following auxiliaries, viz. 

1, The New York Female Missionary and Bible Society, 
Auxiliary, &c. The formation of this society was notified to 
the managers of the parent institution, September 1, 1819, in 
the following manner, by its secretary. “1 have the plea- 
sure to inform you, that a number of females in this city, with a 
desire to contribute their feeble aid to the benevolent purposes 
of your institution, have formed an association, under the 
name of *{The New York Female Missionary and Bible Soci- 
ety, auxiliary to the Missionary and Bible Soeiety of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church in America. 

‘¢ Although our number was small in the beginning, we have 
much reason to be encouraged with the present prospects of the 


society, and are not without hopes, that we shall not be an en-, 


tirely uscless branch of the parent institution.” 
Carotine M. Tuayer, Sec’ry. 


9. The Young Men’s Missionary and Bible Society in New- 
York, Auxiliary, &c. The following is an extract of the com- 
munication which accompanied the notice of its formation. 

‘‘This society was formed on the second of August, 1819, 
a copy of its constitution and by-laws accompany this letter. 
About sixty persons have already become members; and we 
have reason to believe that this number will soon be much aug- 
mented. . 

‘We hail, with emotions of joy and: gratitude, the establish- 
ment of the parent institution, as the auspicious era when the 
Sun of Righteousness is about to arise, and by his glorious ap- 
pearance, dispel the gloom which overspreads the minds of 
those who are now sitting in darkness and in the shadow of 
deaths The hour of mercy to the benighted inhabitants of this 
western continent approaches. A ray of hope beams upon the 
region of want and misery, where no gospel is heard, no Sab- 
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bath is known, nor Bible found. Happy are we to unite with 
our fathers in the furtherance of Bible and Missionary exertions, 
a work so glorious in its nature, so extensive in its operations — 
We believe the work of missions to be holy in its object, pure 
in its means, and charitable in its end; for it has the glory of 
God for its object, the Gospel and the Bible for its means, and 
for its end, the temporal and eternal welfare of mankind.” _ 
GasriEx P, Dissosway, Sec’ry. 


3. The following notice of the formation of an Auxiliary on 
Courtlandt Circuit, was received from the Corresponding Sec- 
retary. 

“ This is to inform you that a Missionary and Bible Society, 
Auxiliary to the Missionary and Bible Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America, has been formed on Courtlandt 
Circuit.”? 

Exisua P. Jacos, Sec’ry. 


4. November 20th—an Auxiliary was formed on New-Ro- 
chelle Circuit. The secretary of which, in his official notice, 
observes, ‘“ We have 36 subscribers, and a fair prospect of 
obtaining many more. The subject has not been urged so zea- 
lously as it would have been, owing to some peculiar circum- 
stances on the circuit. The institution, however is generally 
approved by the people, and, { think, will become a perma- 


nent auxiliary.” , 
Marvin Ricuarpson, Sec’ry. 


5. Stamford Circuit Auxiliary Society was notified by its 
Secretary, December 5th, 1819. ‘* As every endeavour, says 
he, to promote the interests of mankind, is matter of great joy 
to all who love the Lord Jesus, J trust it will afford you addi- 
tional pleasure to be informed of our efforts in this section of 


_ the country. 


Perhaps no means have been more successfully employed for 
the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom than missionary esta- 
blishments ; and the many exertions which are brought to bear 
on this subject at present, are circumstances highly favourable 
to Zion. Through the good providence of God, we have in this 
place formed a society auxiliary tothe Missionary and Bible 
Society in New-York. The members enter into the spirit and 
design of the institution, and promise to become an important 
branch of the grand society. We trust thatthe time for the 
bestowment of higher favours on the church is near at hand; 
and that the important era will soon arrive; when the Lord shall 
make bare his holy arm in the eyes of all nations, and when the 


ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” 
EBENEZER Brows, Sec’ry. 
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6. The Genesee Conference Missionary and Bible Society, 
auxiliary tothe Missionary and Bible Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America, was formed, August 29th, 1819, 
in the village of Ithaca. The secretary of this society, in his 
official notification, observes, ‘‘ ‘he times are hard in this coun- 
try, but I think we shall be able to do something considerable. 
I hope that these societies may prove successful in dispelling 
the dark gloom of nature from the minds of thousands of oer 


fellow men.” 
Jesse Merairt, Sec’ry. 


7. The following communication announced the formation of 
an auxiliary at Boston, Massachusetts. 


Boston, December 20th, 1819. 

‘* When we came to this town, we found a Domestic Mission- 
ary Society formed, having two hundred members, with a consi- 
derable number who had been liberal in supporting the institu- 
tion by donations. Brother Hoyt and myself thought it not 
best to make any movements towards raising an auxiliary ——- 
to that in New-York, independent of the one already forme 
This is the reason why we have not sooner signified our cordial 
approbation of that excellent institution. But when the breth- 
ren were sufficiently enlightened into the nature anddesign of the 
Missionary and Bible Society at New-York, we at once perceived 

that it met with the approbation of all. 

‘We accordingly met on the evening of Nov. 12th, read the 
Constitution, together with the Circular ‘Address from New- Yor k, 
and agreed to exchange the Constitution of the Methods: Domes- 
tic Missionary Society for the one sent from New- York, without 
a dissenting voice. Butas the yeardoes not expire untii the 
res Friday in March, they resolved that the money collected 

to that time shall be appropriated for the purpose mentioned 
in their former Constitution, after which the Constitution sent 
us from New-York shall be enforced, with the addition of one 


article.” 
V. W. Oszorne, Sec’ry. 


8. The following letter was received from Columbia, South 
Carolina, dated Dec. 22d, 1819, directed to our corresponding 
secretary. 


‘“ Dear Broruer, 


‘1 am happy to commence a correspondence with you, and 
more especially, as the cuief subject of it will be the highly in- 
teresting plan of extending missionary societies. Our church 
in this place is very unanimous, and have furmed a Missionary 
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Society, elected its officers, and adopied its constitution, in 


the form presented by the parent Society, except such parts as 
relate to bibles ; there being a Bible Society here, which will 
attend to that branch of the business. Consequently our funds 
will be applied principally to the missionary service. We shall 
be happy to receive communications from you at all times.” 

C. Cuirron, Sec’ry. 


The above are all the auxiliaries actually formed, of which 
the Board has had official notification. But from sources of 
correct information, and from official docunents, ti appears that 
all the annual conferences have warmly ap»roved of the plan 
and objects of the Suciety, have recommended them to the peo- 
ple of their charge, and resolved to eter into the measure as 
soon as circumstances will admit. Some have simply deterred 
the establishinent of auxiliaries until the decision of the Gene- 
ral Conference on the subject shall be known. 

The following is an extract from the report of the Committee 
appointed by the Virginia Conference, to take into considera- 
tion the Constitution and Address of the parent institution. 

1. “ Resulved, That this conference highly approve of the 
design and objects of the Missionary and Bible Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America. 

2. * Resolved, That should the General Conference approve 
the plan intended to be submitted to that body by the said So- 
ciety, so soon as their decision shall be known, a society be 
formed in Richmond, to be denominated The Virginia Confe- 
rence Missionary and Bible Society, auxiliary to the Missionary 
and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Amer- 
ica ; and that this Conference recommend to each of its mem- 
bers, to use his influence to establish branch societies in every 
district, station, and circuit within the limits of the Conferenee, 
on the principle recommended by the Board of Managers of the 
parent Society in their circular.” 

In a subsequent resolution they recommend leaving out the 
word ‘* Bible’’ in the style of the institution. 

The Baltimore Conference have also sent the report of their 
Committee, on the same subject, of which the following is an 
extract. 

‘* The committee to whom was referred the address of Bishop 
M-Kendree on the state of the Indian tribes within the territo- 
ries of the United States, and also the communication of the 
Missionary and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, beg leave to report, that the subjects referred to them, 
on which they have had further information from Bishop George, 
and also from brother T. Mason, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Missionary and Bible Seciety, appear to them of a nature se 
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interesting and important, as to deserve the highest considera- 
tion of this Conference ; that the objects contemplated, in their 
opinion, are not onlv highly interesting, but much more feasible 
than it might at first be thought. 

“It is with no little pleasure, mingled with admiration, that 
your committee contemplate the providential coincidences which 
both mark out, and open our way on these great subjects.— 
These coincidences are, particularly, the organization at this 
crisis of our Missionary and Bible Society ; the appropriation 
by the government of the United States of a considerable sum 
of money annually, for the establishment of schools, among the 
Indians ; the manner in which the officers of government have 
determined to apply this money, together with the ripening of 
some of the Indian tribes for the reception of the Gospel, 
through whum the way may be opened to others; especially 
when missionaries of the cross shall have been raised up 
among themselves, to preach in their own tongues, and with 
their own native eloquence, the wonderful works of God; the 
extensive openings among the French in Louisiana, and the 
readiness of suitable missionaries, already prepared of the 
Lord, to enter on the work, both among the French and In- 
dians, under the direction of our superintendents. With joyful 
eyes your committee behold these vast fields whitening to the 
harvest, and doubt not that the Lord of the harvest, in answer 
to prayer, will thrust our labourers into them. 

‘ Your Committee, therefore, beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolutions. 

1.“ Resolved, That the institution of a parent auxiliary 
society to the Missionary and Bible Society, for the district 
within the bounds of this Conference, be earnestly recommend: 
ed; the seat of it to be the city of Baltimore. 

2. That the formation of sub-auxiliary societies, to be 
connected with the Parent Auxiliary Society, be recommended 
in all the circuits and stations, in which it may be practicable, 
within the same bounds.” 

As one object of this society was to send the unadulterated 
word to the French of Louisiana and the Floridas, the Board 
addressed a letter to Bishop M‘Kendree, requesting his opin- 
jon respecting the practicability and the most suitable means 
of conveying the glad tidings of salvation to these people. The 
answer received from the Bishop induced a belief that the 
design was practicable; but to carry it into execution, it would 
be indispensable to have men qualified to preach in the 
French language. The Board, accordingly, selected two 
young preachers, who _— their willingness to accept 
of their appointment, and they were put in a way to com- 
mence the study of the French language. 











NG ta i gt 0 alk ee eR . 


SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURGH. 192 


4n, extract of the answer of Bishop M‘Kendree, to the com- 
| munication of the Board, is here subjoined. 


‘Your plan meets my views of preaching the Gospel to 
every creature, better than any one I have yet seen. 

1. * Because that body of missionaries whom you intend to 
assist, have mutually agreed to renounce ease and worldly 
interest, and devote their time, their talents, and their la- 
bours. They know no geographical boundaries; but like the 
Gospel which they preach, eubrace the poor as well as the 
rich, of: every nation and condition of men. And in order to 
perpetuate the blessings of the Gospel to all classes of men, 
they voluntarily subject themselves toa system of rules and 
regulations, calculated to promote so desirable an end, and Ja- 
bour for the reformation and happiness of mankind, which is 
the ultimate design of the Gospel. 

2.** It promises that pecuniary aid, for want of which we 
have had the mortification of seeing many well devised plans 
frustrated, and many hopeful prospects fade away. 

“You are sufficiently acquainted with the state of things 
in Canada. 

‘‘ Florida, the state of Louisiana, and the Missouri territory, 
form our western frontiers, and furnish a large field for mission- 
ary enterprise. In these bounds there are many French, some 
ef them friendly to our views of religion. Believing that it 
would be productive of much good, we have long wished for, 
and frequently endeavoured to procure ministers, who would 
be itinerant missionaries indeed, to send to our western fron- 
tiers, to preach to those inhabitants in French; but we have 
hitherto been disappointed.” 

From these interesting communications, the managers have 
reason to congratulate the Society on the success of its efforts. 
The almost unanimous approbation of the institution, by the 
members, and friends of our church, gives an encouraging 
anticipation of its future success in extending the triumphs of 
the cross among the tribes of men. 

These things not only remind us of our duty, and encourage 
us to perseverance with renewed diligence, but also lead us to 
adore that gracious Providence, which has appeared to smile 
upon our undertaking, and to direct its operations. That Gos- 
pel, which has been gradually illuminating the human under- 
standing, is, we humbly trust, about to arise with increased 
splendour, and by its radiant beams, enlighten the whole length 
and breadth of this western hemisphere. To accomplish an 
end so desirable, and so glorious, this Society shall become an 
efficient auxiliary. 

When wecast our eye upon the map of the world we be- 
hold millions of our fellow men, either enslayed by degrading 
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superstition, or immersed in all the darkness of heathenism. 
The natives of our wilderness, the original proprietors of our 
soil, as well as many of the civilized inhabitants of our new 
states and territories, in additionto the many to be found in 
every town and neighbourhood, remain yet to be converted to 
God. Whata call for the united exertion of the Christian world! 

The voice of humanity, of mercy, the voice of God, calls 
aloud to the christian philanthropist to lend his aid for the accom- 
plishment of the conversion and eternal salvation of these im- 
mortal souls. And shall the call be unheeded? This society 
would echo the sound of divine mercy, and call upon its patrons 
and supporters for their animated exertions to extend its bene- 
ficent influence among mankind. 

The managers feel, with no common weight, the importance 
of the duties assigned them, and the high responsibility resting 
upon them, in the management of the concerns of the Society. 
And while they look up to God for wisdom and grace to direct 
and support them, they would throw themselves at the feet of 
their brethren, and solicit the united exertions of preachers and 
people, to encourage, by every laudable means a liberal sup- 
port of the institution. I[tisno common cause you are called 
to support. It is the cause of God ; acz_ se which involves the 
salvation of those souls for which Christ bled. 

In behalf of the Board 
N. BANGS, 3d Vice President. 


Tuomas Mason, Corres- 
ponding Sec’ry. 


OFFICERS. 
Rev. Witt1am M‘Kenpnee, President, 
Enocu Georce, Ist Vice President, 
Rozsert R. Roserts, 2d Vice. President, 
N. Banos, New-York Conference, 3d Vice President, 














Geo. Pickerinc, New England do. 4th ditto. 
Georce Harmon, Genesee,’ 5th. ditto 
Truman Bisuor, Ohio, 6th. ditto. 
Missouri,* 7th. ditto. 

T ennessee* 8th. ditto. 

——— Mississippi,* 9th. ditto. 

South Carolina,* 10th. ditto. 

Epwakp Cannon, Virginia, 11th. ditto. 
Josaua WE .us, Baltimore, 12th. dite. 
Philadelphia,* 13th. ditto. 





Mr. Francis Hatt, Clerk, 
Dantex Ayers, Recording Secretary, 
Rev. Tuomas Mason, Corresponding Secretary, 
Josoua Soute, Treasurer. 


*No returns from these Conferences: 
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, MANAGERS. 
Joseph Smith, Thomas Roby, Nathaniel Jarvis, 
Robert Mathison, Benjamin Disbrow, Robert Snow, 
Joseph Sandford, James B. Gascoigne, § Andrew Mercein, 
George Suckley, William A. Mercein, Joseph Moser, 
Samuel L. Waldo, Philip I. Arcularius, John Paradise, 
Stephen Dando, James B. Oakley, William Myers, 
Samuel B. Harper, George Caines, Wm. B. Skidmore, 
Lancaster S. Burling, Dr. RK. Seaman, Nich. Schureman, 
William Duval, Dr. N. Gregory, James Woods, 
Paul Hick, '  Jehn Boyd, Abraham Paul. 
John Westfield, M. H. Smith, 


Dr. The Missionary and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America, in account with Joshua Soule, Treasurer. 


September 13, 1819. ‘T’o cash paid for postage of a letter, - $00 27 


December 10, -- To do. paid Abraham Paul’s bill for printing, 58 ie 
27 18; 





January 14, 1820. To do. paid J. C. Totten, for blank books, 
April 17, — Balance in the Treasury, - - 737 274 
$323 U4 
Apri~ 17, 1620. £rrors excepted. 


JOSHUA SOULE, Treasurer. 


CREDIT. 

1819. 
April 2. By cash from sundry subscribers, handed by Cor. Sec. $18 00 
27. ditto. from four annual subscribers, —- oo ioe. ee 

ditto. from sundry subscribers ef the New-York annual 

| » conference, by the Rev. Laban Clark, - 70 00 
May 19. ditto. from Dr. Gregory, life subscription, - - 20 00 
June 15. ditto from L. B. Dusenberry. life subscription, - 20 00 
ditto from sundry members of the N. E. An. Conference 50 00 
25. ditto from Robert Mathison, life subscription, - ‘= 2000 





ditto from four annual subscribers, = - - - 8 00 

July 9. — ditto from sundry members of Genesee Conference, their 
annual subscriptions, ma : - - 17 00 
19. ditto from Miss Fanny Ashcroft, life subscription, - 20 00 

22. ditto from the members of a Female Bible Class, to con- 
stitute the Rev. Nathan Bangs a member for life, 20 00 
ditto trom A. Shotwell, by J. Sandford, life subscription, 20 00 
ditto from five annual subscribers, - - . 10 00 
ditto from Mrs. Eliza Dulancy, life subscr. Alexandria, 20 00 
ditto from J. Soule, life subscription, - - - 20 00 
ditto from six annual subscribers, - 2 = + 12 00 
Oct. 14. ditto two subscribers, by Rev. Samuel Merwin - 4 00 
ditfo one subscriber, by Rev. T. Mason, i - 200 
19. ditto received from L. 8S. Burling, life subscription, - 20 00 
Vov. 1.  dittofrom Samuel B. Harper, ditto - - - - 2000 
ditto from four annual subscribers, by Rev. L. Clark, 8 00 
23. ditto donation from Miss Ann Van Houten, - - 1 00 
ditto dittofrom alady, - - ogo - 050 
25. ditto from John Burrows, annual subscriber, - - 600 

Dec. 6. ditto from four annual subscribers, by Rev. 8S. Merwin, 

and Rev. T. Spicer, oe nee ha a ee 
ditto from Abraham Paul, life subscription, - - 20 00 
$441 50 


Carried forward, 
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1820. Brought forward, 6 441 60 
Jan. 3. ditto from Benjamin Disbrow, annual subscription, -" 2 00 
6. ditto from William B. Skidmore, ditto ditto - - 200 
19. ditto from William A. Mercein, life subscription, - 20 00 
22. — ditto from J. Bolmer, annual subscription, by J. Mason, 2 00 
27. ditto from Capt. N. Jarvis, his annual subscription, - 2 00 
ditto a donation from James Bailey, of Columbia, - 8 50 
March 4. _—_ ditto one annual subscripiion, + 2 6, 2. = ne 
21. ditto from Thoinas Mason. life subseription, - 20 00 
April 8. ditto a donation from Dr. Beekman, by B. hibbard, 5 00 
12. ditto one annual subscri;tion, — - - - - 200 
ditto from Rev. Laban Clark, life subscription, - - 20 00 
ditto from Stamford Circuit, by Rev E. Brown, auxil- 
iary to Missionary and Bible Society - - - 21 75 
ditto donation from A. Paul, - - - - - 100 00 
13. ditto from P. 1. Arcularius, (wo years subscription, - 4 00 
ditto from six annual subscribers, - - - - 12 
ditto, donation, - - - - - - - - 100 
ditto from William Myers, life subscription, - ~ 20 00 
17. _— ditto from the New-York Female Missionary and Bible 
Gagitte, =< RTE ee wl Oe 
$823 O04 


We hereby certify, that the above account appears, upon examination by 
us, to be a correct transcript from the books of the Treasurer of the Mission- 


ary and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church is America. 


WILLIAM A. MERCEIN, 
WILLIAM B. SKIDMORE, ¢ 4Uditors. 
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Of the New-York Female Missionary and Bible Society, Auz- 
iliary to the Missionary and Buble Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Amerwa, holden wm the Society Room 
in John-street, on Wednesday, April 5, 1820. 

Tue Board of Managers of the New-York Female Mission- 
ary and Bible Society, Auxiliary to the Missionary and Bible 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, in pre- 
senting their first Annual Report, congratulite the members 
and friends of this Institution, on the measure of prosperity 
which hus attended their exertions. 

Commencing in a most inauspicious era, on account o! the 
depression of business, and consequent pecuniary em‘ arrass- 
ment which has pervided all classes of Society, we rather feel 
to acknowledge with gratitude, the encouragement we have re- 
ceived, than to recount the difficulties that have often beset the 
path of ‘uty. By the Report of the Treasurer, it appears, that 
after defraying the incidental expenses of the Society, there 
remains in the Treasury a balnce of one hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars and twenty-nine cents. 

Small «s the offering is we sre thus enabled to bring to the 
Parent Society, we trust our design will be duiy appreciated, 
and our feeble aid cheerfully accepted. 
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We have experienced no diminution of Missionary ardour, 
and feel no abatement of that zeal for the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, which first prompted us to unite our ex- 
ertions, with those of our brethren, in the common cause. 

In September last, an Official Notice of our organization, to- 
gether with a copy of the Constitution, was transmitted, by your 
Secretary, to the Rev. T. Mason, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Parent Institution. 

The following is an extract from his reply to that communi- 
Cation. 

“It gives the Board of Managers no small gratification to 
see our Sisters coming forward, with so much promptitude and 
zeal, to aid them in the glorious cause in which they have em- 
barked ; thus evincing the importance and usefulness of the fe- 
male character, “an help meet for man,” as stated in that in- 
spired volume, whose saving truths it is our mutual design to 
spread abroad, even to the ends of the earth. 

‘Whoever reads the history of the Acts of the Apostles, 
and the Epistles of those first Messengers of Christ, must see 
that in those days of pure and unadulterated Christianity, there 
were many women, who performed important sevices in the 
church, and helped much in the Gospel of our common salvation. 

‘And blessed be God! the records of our own times will 
prove to succeeding ages, that there were in these days many 
women who helped much in the Gospel, and aided in sia 
the knowledge of salvation through these United States, an 
elsewhere.” ¥ 

The genius and spirit of our religion, the prophecies and prom- 
ises of the Holy Scriptures, the characters ascribed to our bless- 
ed Saviour, all lead to the conclusion, that the grand mission of 
the Lord Jesus Christ was designed to embrace in its arms of 
mercy all the habitable earth. 

Triumphant thought! the truth and mercy, peace and righte- 
ousness, of our Redeemer’s kingdom will finally overcome all 
Opposition, and the holy light of Christianity illumine every re- 
gion of the globe. How ought our minds to be affected under 
such glorious prospects! Shall we commisrrate the wants of 
our fellow-creatures with a cold and ineffective pity, and sit 
down contented with feeble and inactive wishes for the rapid ex- 
tension of the Gospel? No:—if we have had any fellowship 
with our Saviour, in his prayers and tears for the salvation of 
mankind, we shall not only by our prayers, but by our active, 
vigorous exertions, and by contributing of our substance, as God 
has given ability, aid in the dissemination of that Gospel 
through which we hope for eternal salvation. 

When we cast our eyes over the earth, and see how small a 
portion of it is irradiated by the beams of that Gospel which 
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was designed for all ; a boundless field for Missionary exertions 
presents itself to our view. ‘The fertile regions of the Kast, 
the theatre of those grand events which formed the theme of an- 
cient prophecy, Asia, is overrun with Moslem superstition, or 
Pagan idolatry. Atrica presents a like gloomy aspect; and even 
in enlightened Europe, a great proportion of the population are 
subiect to a superstition not less gross, to an idolatry not less 
absurd, than the rites of Jaggernaut, or the worship of Mahomet. 

Though this dark picture is occasionally illumined by a bril- 
liant spot, where the zeal of European Missionaries has diffused 
the holy light of Christianity, yet by far the greater proportion 
of the Exstern World is enveloped in the mists of ignorance 
and superstition. To us, who dwell in this highly favoured land 
of light and liberty, where the Gospel is proclaimed, {ree as the 
current of our mighty streams, and pure as the breezes of our 
native mountains, another field, not less interesting, not less 
prolific, is presented for our exertions. 

If we turn to our western waters, we shall behold brethren— 
kindred—who have emigrated from among us, and perhaps with 
us gone up to the house of God, and listened to the sound of the 
Gospel, now scattered over an immense territory, secluded from 
the ordinary means of grace, and destitute of the institution of 
religion, to whom the voice of a Christian Missionary would be 
like the dew of Hermon. 

We, too, have existing within our own territory, the scattered 
remnant of a people, once formidable in warfare, lofty and inde- 
pendant in character, but now degenerated, debased; and, (to 
use the expessive language of one of their own chiefs) “ melting 
away like snow in summer.” 

These people were once the legitimate proprietors of the 
soil on which we tread. How far oppression and. injustice have 
been concerned in their expulsion, is irrelevant to our purpose 
to inquire; but one fact is undeniable, and ought to raise a 
blush upon the cheek of those who have been accessary to it; 
the Indian tribes, in their intercourse with civilized men, have 
acquired habits that have unnerved, and vices that ruined them. 
We owe them a debt of justice we can never cancel, but by 
placing within their reach 

“This balm of Gilead, which can heal the wounds 
Of universal nature.” 

Here then, is the field for missionary labour. The native 
tribes upon our frontiers, the French of Louisiana, the Spaniards 
of South America, have each a claim upon our exertions, and 
present an equal stimulus to activity. 

Your Board of Managers have already found, that by increas- 
ing our duties, if we discharge them with fidelity, we increase 
our means of happiness. 
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Our views have grasped futurity!—We have seen in per- 
spective, through the lapse of succeeding years, the ‘ Misston- 
ary and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America,” stretching its benevolent arms from the Alleghany to 
the Andes, encircling in its embrace the emigrant from our own 
vicinity, the native Indian upon our borders, the French, the 
Spaniard, the Peruvian, uniting all in the common bond of piety, 
and leading them to that blessed place, where there shall be one 
fold and one Shepherd. 

If any are disposed to call this prospect visionary, let them 
examine the history of Missions for a few years past. The 
providence of God has evidently presided over every event, 
which has had the remotest influence on the diffusion of Chris- 
tianity ; and wherever the sound of a Missionary Society has 
gone forth, there has been heard a cry “send us the Gos- 
pel also;”? while the success which has attended every former 
exertion, w2rrants a conclusion, that however gigantic the at- 
tempt, if it be calculated to promote the best interests of suffer- 
ing humanity, and undertaken with a single aim to the glory of 
God, we may confidently rely on the same over-ruling Provi- 
dence who has hitherto prospered the concerns of Missions, 
beyond even the sanguine hopes of their most enthusiastic vo- 
taries. 

Let us then redouble our exertions ;—let us cheerfully submit 
to any privation which duty demands, and make every exer- 
tion which prudence justifies, and we cannot fail of success, 

While our fathers and brethren are engaging with ardour in 
the blessed work, and uniting their energies to promote the glo- 
rious object of our mutual desire, we too, in our humble sphere, 
may emulate the plaudit, thou hast been faithful over a few. 

CarouinE Maticpa Tuayer, Sec’ry. 


New-York, April 5, 1820. 


The Treasurer of the Missionary and Bible Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America, acknowledges with 
eg and gratitude the receipt of $137 29. from “ The 

ew-York Female Missionary and Bible Society’: also, 
$119 13. from “ The Young Men’s Missionary and Bible So- 
ciety of New-York,” both auxiliary to the parent institution. 
Also $20 contributed by the Females of Haltowel Circuit, to 
constitute the Rev. Oliver Beale, (their. preacher,) a member 
for life. 

ft is ardently desired that the above cases may form a pre- 
cedent which others will plead, and an example the lustre of 
which shall appear in the zeal of emulation. 

May, 1820. . 
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ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PROVINCETOWN, MASS; 
COMMUNICATED IN A LETTER FROM REV. E. KIBBY TO 
REV. T. MERRITT. 

Dear Broruer, 

I have not had time till now, to comply with your request, 
in giving some account of the gracious work of God in Province- 
town. A detail of the particulars may not only afford a degree 
of happiness to your own mind, but, perhaps may convey com- 
fort and encouragement to the hearts of many, who pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem, and love the prosperity of Zion. 

Nearly thirty years ago the people here had some transient 
Methodist preaching ; and ina few years after the travelling 
preachers found their way to this place, and formed a society. 
This society attempted to build a meeting-house, but the frame 
was cut up in the night. They made a second attempt, and 
succeeded, by means of an armed guard, until the frame was 
up and covered. But the partial Laws of Massachusetts at that 
time, in point of religious freedom, subjected this society to 
severe oppression, and the hot hand of persecution, induced 
many of them to remove to other places. 

‘she number being thus reduced, and the encouragement 
small, the place became entirely abandoned by the Methodist 
preachers for some years. At length, through the aid of the 
local ministry, a society was again collected; so that when I 
came to this place there were nearly fifty regular members.— 
bie number, however, by deaths and removals, in time of the 
wary was soon reduced. About two years since there were 
some conversions and additions to the society. After this little 
revival was past, nothing special took place until last summer. 
Prosperity and hardness of heart appeared to join hand in hand, 
and the people remained in a careless situation. 

Some time last May, a remarkably sudden death impressed 
the minds of many. On the eighteenth of June, the heavens 
gathered blackness, and a dreadful scene succeeded. The at- 
mosphere became full of electrical fluid; the vivid lightning 
streamed in all directions; and the mighty rushing of the 
clouds, with the most tremendous peals of thunder, shook crea- 
tion, and conveyed terror and dismay to the stoutest heart.— 
The clouds ran low, and in the height of the tempest, a most 
awful clap of thunder spent its force on a neighbouring house, 
and in the twinkling of an eye, laid low the master, and fixed 
his bounds forever! | ran to the fatal spot to view the solemn 
scene, and to offer the hand of condolence to the afflicted ; but 
alas! their situation admitted of no relief—God alone, was able 
to inspire their wounded hearts with comfort, and to calm the 
treubled passion of the soul. Friends and neighbours hastened. 
from their homes, to witness the sorrowful catastrophe, while 
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every countenance shewed how capable was the heart, of all 
the powers of sympathy. The next Sabbath the corpse was 
conveyed to the meeting-house, on which occasion, an unusual 
concourse of dying mortals assembled. ‘The solemnity of the 
people, the sighs and tears of many in particular, evinced the 
deep impressions made on the mind; while convictions, more 
powerful than thunder, rolled in upon the soul, and many trem- 
bled under the power of the word. 

But all this was not sufficient to produce the intended effect. 
To this melancholy scene, in a few days succeeded another, less 
dis:strous. On the evening of the Sabbath, a house in another 
part of the town was ata with lightning. The residents at 
that time, were two young married females: and two small 
children, who being providentially absent, the house sustained 
the only injury. As I called the next day to see the house, one 
of the females burst into tears as | entered the door, and said 
‘¢she did not want one additional thing of this world, until she 
had the presence of her God.”? This Providence was regarded 
by them as the voice of Jehovah, and had a good effect on their 
minds :— Both of them experienced religion at camp meeting. 

By this time the people became still more serious, and con- 
victions increased daily. This was seen by the frequent weep- 
ing under the word, and in some instances, that of kneeling in 
public. Our prayer-meetings became solemn, and the voice of 
mourning was heard there. One female obtained religion, and 
others were on the point of giving up all for Christ. 

‘The Lord hath a controversy with his people, and he will 

lead with Israel.””> Those solemn and interesting events, were 
not regarded by all as they should have been. That the minds 
of the people might be fully prepared for the reception of the 
blessings that he was about to bestow on them, it became im- 

ortant, that He should once more stretch out his Rod, and 
speak from Sinai’s fiery mount. Early on Monday morning, 
previous to camp-meeting, ‘the heavens thundered, and the 
Most High gave his voice.”” Judgments began at the house of 
God, se the people trembled. <A powerful burst of holy in- 
dignation fell on the temple and the house of God was torn to 
pieces. The lightning pressed one man to the floor, but spared 
his life. ‘The people in wild amaze looked one upon ancther, 
while, if we understand the language of the heart, it was this ; 
** All that thou hast spoken will we do.” Whata day! What 
countenances! O my God! what powerful preaching to saints 
and sinners! O Lord have mercy on us! was the cry of many 
hearts. 

Under such circumstances, and with the most solemn im- 
pressions of mind, on Tuesday morning, August 10th, a number 
of us set out for the Camp-meeting, where we arrived early on 
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Wednesday morning. We had not long been there, before the 
work began among the people from Provincetown. When I 
came on to the ground on Wednesday morning, in time of pub- 
lic prayer-meeting, the man that was struck down with lightning 
in the meeting house, was now struck down with the power of 
God on the camp ground, and cried for mercy. One of the 
young females also, whose house was struck with lightning, was 
in the same situation. The Lord soon heard their cries, and 
made an everlasting covenant with them, even the sure mercies 
of David. 

Several who came from Provincetown, on Thursday in the af- 
ternoon, felt the load of sin removed, but did not experience 
those emotions of joy which they desired. In this situation they 
retursed on board the sloop in the evening. They appeared 
to be tranquil and easy in their minds, but wanted more enjoy- 
ment of love. Being about to retire to rest, we all kneeled 
down to prayers, and in a moment of time, the power of the 
Most High was displayed like the rushing of a mighty wind, and 
the Holy Ghost fell on all present. A young man belonging to 
the vessel, having been convicted in the afvernoon under preach- 
ing, came out of his birth, fell on his knees, and in a few mo- 
ments the Lord converted his soul. He shouted aloud for joy, 
and praised the blessed Jesus with all his might. The holy 
flame spread among the whole, and each believing soul enjoyed 
the fulness of the Spirit. Those who had the burden of sin re. 
moved in the afiernoon, now enjoyed the royal favour. ‘This 
enjoyment was not only for the moment, but throughout the night 
a continual stream of divine mercy animated every breast, and 
continued during the camp-meeting, and on their passage home. 

Aman from this place, who went to camp-meeting in a boat, 
by the urgency of business was obliged to return home before 
the meeting was over, who on his way home experienced religion 
in a very powerful manner; and returned shouting praises to 
Jesus for his great goodness to his precious soul. On enterin 
his house he kneeled down, and perhaps for the first time, call- 
ed on the name of the Lord, and presented his family to a throne 
of grace. Soon his friends and neighbours came around, to learn 
what tidings from the camp. He reported well of the day: he 
related what the Saviour had done for him, that several from 
Provincetown had got religion, and loud were the shouts of vic- 
tory in the camp! and that the Lord of Hosts was among the 
people. This information excited the wonder and astonishment 
of the people here, and with earnest expectation they waited for 


ur return. 
{To be continued.) 


